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For personal use only. Figure  1A shows the red CD30 immunophenotype of the cell and green and blue hybridization signals for chromosomes 12 and 17, respectively. Simultaneous phase contrast analysis on the same cell (Fig 1B) allowed unequivocal affiliation of the signals to the individual nuclei. The nuclei of this cell contained each three signals for chromosomes 12 and 17 (one of the blue chromosome 12 signals in the right nucleus is not in focus). This signal constellation was present in the nuclei of all CD30+ tumor cells in this case. We have mentioned in our report that, taking into account the detection limit of FISH, CD30-surrounding cells did not contain supernumerq signal numbers. In our hands, the detection limit is less than 1%. This finding is in line with those of most other experienced FISH laboratories.
Using the FICTION technique, we are able to study the chromosomes selectively within the immunophenotypically and morphologically defined tumor cells. Therefore, the risk of distorting interphase cytogenetic data by unintentional evaluation of normal lymphocytes is eliminated. In this respect, FICTION creates facts.
